PRESIDENTIAL   CANDIDATE

Lincoln's three opponents had been concen-
trated on a single one. Clearly there would have
been a popular majority for Lincoln's opponent,
but it is calculated that Lincoln would still have
carried the electoral colleges by a majority of
thirty-five votes. That is a calculation based
upon the vote actually cast. But had there been
only the one candidate, Douglas, in opposition
to Lincoln, it is not certain how, in fact, the
popular vote would have gone. The speculation
is not very profitable. The main point is that
Lincoln, like some other American Presidents,
was elected by a strong majority in the electoral
colleges, although on the popular vote more
votes were cast for all his opponents put together
than for himself. And in that respect Lincoln
resembles more than one British Prime Minister.
It is a consequence of electoral systems where a
Dimple majority is held to be decisive and where
proportional representation does not prevail.

So Abraham Lincoln was elected President of
the United States on November 6, 1860, But
another provision of the Constitution of the
United States now affects the situation. Until
1933 the President of the United States,
although elected in November, did not take
office until the following March.1 This meant
that there might elapse a period of months in
which a defeated administration and a defeated

1 By the Twentieth Amendment of 1933 he now takes office
in January.